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as Chandra Gupta Vikramaditya, is held to be the most
distinguished king of ancient times. Kalidasa, perhaps
the greatest name in Sanskrit literature, is believed to have
been his court-poet.

Buddhism had suffered a setback after the fall of the
Mauryan empire. By the time of the Guptas, it was no
longer the predominant religion of the land. The Guptas
were patrons of Hinduism but they did not persecute the
Buddhists. In fact, both kings and the common people
did equal honour to the Buddhist saints and monks and
to the priests and gods of Hinduism. Life was simple but
spacious. The state maintained law and order but the laws
were mild and bore lightly on the people. We have an
interesting account of the life of the times in the writings
of Fa Hien, the first of a famous series of Chinese pilgrims
who came to India to visit the homeland of Buddhism.

Like the earlier empires, the Gupta empire also broke
down partly on account of internal weakness and partly
because of attacks by trans-Indian tribes, India was again
divided into a number of small principalities. It has been
suggested that the break-up of the Gupta empire was due
to the Huna invasion of India. Because there was no unified
central power to oppose the invaders, they came in increas-
ingly large numbers* Because they appeared in larger
numbers, the central authority was further weakened*
There were temporary checks to these invasions but the
invaders continued to pour in, in spite of the opposition
of local rulers. Internecine struggles not only weakened
them but also prevented a sustained and united stand against
the foreign foes.

Early in the seventh century, King Harsha again succeed-
ed in establishing a unified empire in north India. His
efforts to extend his sway to the south were however checked
by Fulakeshin, There were thus two powerful empires
in the north and the south which offered peace and security
to the people. With the establishment of law and order,